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UN-GGIM Academic 
Network Americas

Executive Committee

Chair: Rosario Casanova, Uruguay

Deputy Chair: Bheshem Ramlal, 
Trinidad and Tobago 

Secretary: Jorge Prado, México

Advisory Board

- Daniel Páez, Colombia
-Daniel Del Cogliano, Argentina
- Charlotte Smith, United States

- Ricardo Crespo, Chile

Manage ANA and coordinate tasks. 

Define general guidelines, membership applications, and 
academic actions 



The Academic Network 
Americas is a forum for 

universities and 
educational centers 

involved in research and 
development in 

geospatial information 
and related topics, in 
different parts of the 

region. 
Universidad de Santiago            Ricardo Crespo



Objectives:

• Support the goals of UN-GGIM Americas.

• Serve as subsidiary of the UN-GGIM Academic
Network.



Functions: UN-GGIM Americas

• Academic advice: involving strategic knowledge,
research, education and training in geospatial
information management.

• Elaborate academic strategies according to the UN-
GGIM Americas Plan of Action.

• Advise on UN-GGIM capacity building programs in
the Americas region.

• Identify and inform UN-GGIM concerning gaps in
academic knowledge or problems that may exist or
arise, and propose initiatives when appropriate to
address such questions and challenges.



Functions: UN- GGIM World Academic 
Network

• Serve as subsidiary of the UN-GGIM World
Academic Network, linking World view with
Americas needs.

• Identify the challenges and opportunities in which
UN-GGIM World Academic Network and UN-
GGIM Academic Network Americas can promote
inclusion based on an academic response.

• Translate important documents from the World
Network into Spanish, Portuguese, and French
when appropriate.



OBJECTIVES

Promote the Academic Network Americas and recruit new members

Identify universities and educational centers involved in research and development in geospatial 
information and related topics in the Americas

Assess geospatial training and capacity requirements  of governmental institutions of Member Countries

Identify the challenges and opportunities perceived by the Global Academic Network and by UN-GGIM: 
Americas and turn them into the academic sphere of the region to promote their inclusion for research 

and development

Develop academic strategies aligned with the UN-GGIM: Americas Work Plan and advise on their 
capacity building programs

Identify and inform UN-GGIM: Americas about different academic knowledge or problems that may exist 
or arise and propose timely initiatives for such issues and challenges

Promote collaboration among universities and research centers in the Americas

Explore the need for a Regional School of Geospatial Information Management

Work Plan 2018



Survey needs for 
training courses –

UN-GGIM Americas´
Members

Survey of available 
courses & degree 
and postgraduate 

programs 

Activities

Research 
Network: 
Projects Identify topics in 

common w/
Working groups, 

Private Sector and 
Academic Network



Survey of demands and needs of training 
courses – UN-GGIM Americas´ Members

For the institutions that generate cartography or in charge of the 
Spatial Data Infrastructure:

*Are there are national academic centers that provide training in GIS: 
-cartography?
-geographical data capture methods? 
-quality standards of geographic information? 
-methods of assessing the quality of geographic information?
-geoservices?
-integration of statistics with geospatial information? 

* For training from abroad: Agency/Company Name, Thematic area 
addressed.

* What thematic areas or specific concepts are needed to expand 
knowledge?











List of universities that responded 
to the survey

Survey of available 
courses & degree 
and postgraduate 

programs –
Academic centers

Nombre de la Universidad, Facultad o Institución, País País
Name of University or Institute, Country Country

Universidad Nacional del Sur Argentina
Universidad Nacional de Mar del Plata Argentina

Universidad Nacional del Sur, Departamento de Geografia y 
turismo Argentina

UNLP-Universidad Nacional de La Plata Argentina
Universidad Nacional de Avellaneda Argentina

Universidad Nacional del Sur Argentina

Universidad Nacional de Villa Maria, Instituto de Ciencias 
Sociales, Argentina Argentina

Universidad Nacional de la Patagonia San Juan Bosco Argentina
Universidad Nacional San Juan Argentina

Universidad Nacional de San Luis, Facultad de Ciencias 
Fisico, Matemáticas y Naturales Argentina

Centro de Investigaciones Geográficas, Facultad de Ciencias 
Humanas Argentina

Carleton University, Canada Canada
Mount Royal University Canadá

Universidad de Santiago de Chile Chile
Instituto de Geografía / Facultad de Historia, Geografía y 
Ciencia Política / Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile Chile

Universidad de Manizales Colombia
Universidad del Valle, Facultad de Ingeniería Colombia
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador Ecuador

PUCE, Ecuador Ecuador
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México México

Universidad de Sonora México
Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León, México México

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México México
Universidad Autónoma de Zacatecas México

Facultad de Ingeniería - Instituto de Agrimensura Uruguay
Universidad Bolivariana de Venezuela Venezuela







Start 
date

Área de 
exper
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 de 

inicio 

Perfil de 
LinkedIn

Link a la 
página web

Información 
de contacto 

(Email)

Fecha de 
finalización

Area of 
expert End date LinkedIn profile Link to 
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Contact 
Information 

(Email)

Fecha de 
ingreso de 
los datos
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académico
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investigación 
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Años de exper
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work seeking Year exp.

Research Network: 
Collaboration Database

Researchers



Research Network: 
Collaboration Database

Researchers

Project Title Project 
Lead

Short 
Description 
of Overall 

Project

Short description 
of need

Education   
requested

Types of 
skills needed

Start 
date End date

Conditions of 
collaboration 

(duration, 
location)

Salary 
available 
(yes/no)

Salario 
dispo (si/no)

Conocimientos 
académicos 
requeridos

Habilidades 
requeridas

Fecha 
 de 

inicio

Fecha de 
fin

Condiciones 
para la 

colaboración 
(duración, 
ubicación)

Título del 
proyecto

Nombre 
del lider 

del 
proyecto

Breve 
descripción de la 

colaboración 
que se necesita

Breve 
descripción 

del 
proyecto 
general



Identify topics in 
common with

Working groups, 
Private Sector and 

Academic Network

Prof. Abbas Rajabifard,
NYC, July 30, 2018 



What should we care for to achieve the goals?: 
data collection (sensors, imagery,..), data storage, 

data quality, data integration, etc.? 

Clearly, any of these topics may imply at least 
training, technology, or methods, research and 

therefore cooperation becomes crucial. 

Share your ideas/priorities with us:

presidente@redacademica.org

casanova@fing.edu.uy



Thank you and join us

http://redacademica.org
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